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“BAPTISM SUNDAY – A WONDROUS OCCASION” 

(Matthew 28:19-20)  

 
 

Intro … We have declared this day to be ‘Baptism Sunday’.  

The title of this morning’s message declares it to be a ‘Wondrous Occasion’. 

Indeed, it has been a wondrous occasion for nearly 2000 years. 

 

The first ever Christian Baptism took place on the Day of Pentecost.  

Here’s how the writer of the Book of Acts describes what happened  

when Peter preached the Gospel on that momentous day … 
 

Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about 

three thousand were added to their number that day.  

(Acts 2:41) 

 

Peter was also involved in another wondrous Baptismal Occasion when he 

was directed by God to go and preach the Gospel to a family of Gentiles – 

people with whom the Jews did not normally associate. 

 

In the midst of Peter’s message, the Holy Spirit came upon the entire family of 

Cornelius, the Gentile, and Peter said in amazement  (Acts 10:47-48)… 
 

“Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water?  

They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 
 

So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  

 

Philip was involved in a most wondrous Baptism Occasion when the Holy Spirit 

instructed him to go to a remote place where he would cross paths with a 

highly placed Ethiopian, the treasurer of the Queen of Ethiopia herself.  

In Acts chapter eight we read … 
 

“Philip …told him the good news about Jesus. 

As they travelled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 

 “Look, here is water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” 
 

And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.” 

 

Two more of these wondrous occasions took place in the City of Philippi … 

 

Upon his arrival in the city, the Apostle Paul went down by the river where he 

found a group of Jewish women who had gathered for prayer and he shared 

the Good News of Christ with them.  



One of those women was named Lydia and it says this in Acts 16:14 … 
 

“The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul’s message” 

 

And then it says … 
 

“When she and the members of her household were baptized, 

She invited Paul and the others to stay at her house.” 

 

The second wondrous occasion was the night of the earthquake after Paul and 

Silas had been put in prison for preaching Christ … That was the night that the 

Philippian jailor ‘came to believe in God’ and it says in Acts 16:33 … 
 

“He (the jailer) and all his household were baptized (and) he was filled with joy  

because he had come to believe in God – he and his whole family.” 

 

Baptism has always been a wondrous thing–it has always created a wondrous 

occasion for believers – wondrous to experience and wondrous to observe.   

 
Here at Sonlife Community Church we practice what is called  

Believers Baptism By Immersion … 

 

THREE KEY WORDS UNLOCK THE SIGNIFICANCE OF SUCH BAPTISM … 

 

They are all suggested by our Key Scripture of the morning (Matt. 28:19-20) …  
 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of  

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

 

The First Word suggested by that Scripture and the first word that unlocks the 

significance of Believer’s Baptism By Immersion is … 

 

“COMMISSION”  
“Go into all the world and make disciples … BAPTIZING them …” 

 

‘Baptizo’ (the Greek word used here) literally means ‘to dip into water’ …  

It pictures the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It tells the story 

without the need for paper or ink or pulpit or pew. Watch and learn;  

watch and yearn.  That’s what baptism is intended to accomplish. 
 

“If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation;  

the old has gone; the new has come!”  

(2 Corinthians 5:17) 

 



That’s what the Apostle Paul wrote in his second letter to the Church in 

Corinth. So baptism also pictures a ‘putting away of the old’ and an  

‘embracing of the new’. 

 

Picture yourself having fallen deeply into the sea – the old air in your lungs  

nearly gone – the new air you desperately need is available in abundance 

just above the surface. You yearn for it – you recognize your need of it –  

you propel yourself toward it and when your body breaks the surface  

you fully inhale it. 

 

That is how Baptism pictures the incredible transformation that occurs when 

new life is given to a fallen member of Adam’s Race … that’s why Baptism  

by immersion is such a suitable method – that’s why Baptism is only for  

Born-Again Believers.  

 

Only they have experienced the spiritual death and resurrection that Baptism 

illustrates. That’s surely one reason that Jesus Commissioned His Disciples to 

practice it and to make it an on-going part of His Church.  

We stand with them this morning. 

 

However, let me say at this point that it’s important that we don’t get all 

caught up in ‘mechanics’ and miss the ‘meaning’ of the occasion.  

And that can certainly happen. 

 
I remember my wife, Linda, telling me how her own parents once sought to join a 

church that practiced baptism by immersion and they testified that they had already 

been baptized by immersion upon profession of their faith in Christ as their Savior.  
 

However the church that they were seeking to join believed that the correct method 

was to baptized people ‘three times forward’ and since they had been baptized ‘one 

time backwards’, it was determined that  they would have to be re-baptized if they 

were to be received as new church members. 

 

That, my friends, is putting mechanics ahead of meaning. The Power of  

the Baptism Moment is that born-again human beings are testifying to the 

fact that they have been granted forgiveness and given new life through  

Jesus Christ their Savior.  The Commission of Christ is being carried out! 

 

COMMISSION – is the first key word unlocking the significance of Believer’s 

Baptism by Immersion.  

 

 

 



Here is the second …         “IDENTIFICATION”  
“In the NAME of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit …” 

 

Baptism, Jesus said, is to be administered in the Name (singular) of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

One Glorious God expressed in Three Persons set in motion the events that lead 

us to this wondrous occasion today … It’s the Father whose love for sinful man 

found a way whereby man can be saved from the penalty of his sin; it’s the 

Son whose death on Calvary provided the means whereby sinful men can be 

forgiven and granted eternal life. It’s the Holy Spirit by whose power Christ was 

raised from the dead and by whose work that same resurrection life is granted 

to the believer.  

 

Baptism results from the Glorious Work of the Triune God and those who are 

baptized are identified forever with Father, Son and Holy Spirit. By submitting  

to Baptism, the believer is witnessing to the world that he/she has become a 

Child of God and will forever identify him or herself with the Glorious Triune 

God of The Holy Scriptures.  
 

“I am a follower of Jesus Christ, a born-again Child of God the Father 

 led through this life and empowered for it by the Holy Spirit” …  

 

That is the Testimony/the Identity contained in and implied by the actions of 

Believers Baptism By Immersion. 

 

COMMISSION and INDENTIFICATION …  

Two key words that unlock the significance of Believers Baptism By Immersion. 

 

One Key Word remains …   “CONSECRATION”  
“Teaching them to OBSERVE everything I have commanded you.” 

 

Implied in the willingness to be Baptized is the commitment to Jesus Christ as 

one’s Lord and Master … the new life pictured by one’s emergence from the 

‘waters of baptism’ is a life surrendered to Jesus Christ – a life defined by the 

purposes of Christ and directed by the teachings of Christ. 

 

Believer’s Baptism by Immersion is an ‘Act of Consecration’ – a statement  

of commitment to the Will and Ways of God.  

 

 

 



Baptism is intended to powerfully launch a believer down the ‘Path of 

Obedience’ – down that narrow but well-defined road that leads  

eventually and inevitably into the Father’s Arms in Heaven itself. 

 

 

COMMISSION … IDENTIFICATION … CONSECRATION 

 

These three words unlock the significance of what we will do in just a few 

moments. Five followers of Jesus Christ, young and older will in your presence 

submit themselves to this Wondrous Baptism Experience … 

 

Here then are the three questions that each of our candidates for baptism  

will be asked … 

 

1. Do you CONFESS that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that  

He came from heaven to DIE on the cross for the SINS of the world?   
 

This is the fundamental truth of the Christian Life;  

you cannot be saved without believing and confessing that truth. 
 

Jesus said ‘I am the way, the truth and the life. 

 No one comes to the Father except through me.’ 

(John 14:6) 

 

2. Have you RECEIVED Jesus Christ as your own Personal SAVIOR  

from the penalty of sin?  
 

This is the fundamental ‘action of the Christian life. 
 

‘Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name,  

he gave the right to become Children of God’ (John 1:12) 

 

3. Is it your intention to FOLLOW the Lord Jesus in a Life of OBEDIENCE, 

seeking to PLEASE him in all that you do?  

 
This is the fundamental ‘direction’ of the Christian life. 

 

 It’s a life lived in the direction of righteousness and godliness.  

It’s a life that pursues the ‘high calling of God in Christ Jesus’.   

(Philippians 3:14) 

 

Final Thot …  

In Believer’s Baptism by Immersion the glorious GOSPEL is displayed. 

Baptism Sunday is indeed a WONDROUS OCCASION! 
 


